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The Angling Council of Ireland has consulted with its member federations and associate members to draft these guidelines for our members. 
The Irish Federation of Sea Anglers (IFSA) 
Irish Federation of Pike Angling Clubs (IFPAC)
Salmon & Sea Trout Recreational Anglers Ireland (SSTRAI)
Irish Pike Society (IPS)
European Federation of Sea Angling Clubs (EFSA)
Northern Ireland Fly Fishing Association (NIFA)
Irish Charter Skippers Association   (ICSA)

We have now entered phase 1 of the reopening of our angling sport when certain conditions are being met from 18th May 2020.
The roadmap sets out Ireland's plan for lifting COVID-19 restrictions in five phases: 
· 18 May (phase 1)
· 08June (phase 2)
· 29 June (phase 3)
· 20 July (phase 4)
· 10 August (phase 5)
We advise all anglers to keep a close watch for updates as we approach each phase.  Conditions may change at any time and we must all be mindful of this.
Many angling clubs have closed their waters to angling during the restrictions therefore anglers should make themselves aware of the status of the club, state or private fisheries before going fishing. 
Outdoor spaces 
[bookmark: group-exercise]Outdoor spaces and tourism sites (for example: car parks, beaches, mountain walks) are open where people can move around freely and where social distancing can be maintained. 
Group exercise 
You can exercise - either on your own or in a group of no more than 4 people - where social distancing can be maintained and where there is no contact with other people. 
[bookmark: sports]Sports 
It is now possible to participate in a range of sporting activities in groups of no more than 4 people within 5 kilometres of the households of those involved. 
Social distancing should be maintained at all times.
Angling is listed among the range of sports now open for participation once the current guidelines are being maintained.
Proposals from Sea Angling Federations -  Charter Boat Angling.
Irish Federation of Sea Anglers propose that there be a return to all club Charter Boat competitions when the Government role out Phase 4 of their plan which is scheduled for July 20th, 2020, at present.
This is subject to change to follow any government guidelines to come in before this date, or the moving of dates of Phase 4 being rolled out.
The following are our recommended guidelines For Charter Boat Angling:

1. Anglers travelling to venues should adhere to HSE guidelines.

2. Sanitising facilities to be available at check in.

3. Anglers checking in would stay at least 2m from each other.

4. Exact entry fees should to be paid electronically [bank transfer /PayPal/revolut] any Cash collected should be put in to and entry’s fee money bag/Envelope by the angler paying and left for at least 72 hours by the organising committee treasury officer. 

5. Organiser to draw Competition Scorecards and give cards to Boat Captain only. Scorecards to be filled in By Skipper/Steward/Boat Captain whoever is deemed the Marker of the cards. 

6. Anglers to agree their scores verbally with the marker who will then score their card and give that card to organiser at the end of competition.

7. Results to be made known to anglers at a later date via text or email. There will be a min of 72hrs till score cards can be checked by organising Club Officer. 

8. No Sharing of Fishing Tackle or any other items. 

9. For Charter Boat Angling we propose a 4 to a Max of 6 anglers on a Boat while Government Social Distancing Measures are in Place. Some boats will be able to have 2m distance with 6 on board, but this must be clearly marked and checked by organiser before 6 people board a boat. 

10. All boats to carry adequate supplies of hand sanitizer and antibacterial sprays. [Gloves/Masks/face scarfs to be carried personally by anglers if required]

11. All handling of ropes (Berthing/Anchoring/Disembarking) to be done by the skipper/ Boat Captain only.

12. Guidelines from HSE, IFI to be adhered to at all times.

13. Disposal of all waste (Bait wrappers/ food wrappers/used tackle) should be done by one designated crew member in a safe and hygienic manner. 

14.  All facilities (tea/coffee/cooking etc.) to be suspended until further notice.

15.  No anglers permitted in the wheelhouse. 

16.  Spaces between anglers of 2 metres apart be rigorously enforced, marking tape to be placed on the gunnels of boats.

17.  No Moving of Boat Position places. Boat Draw for Boat position will be done    as normal by Boat Captain. No Rotation. 

18.  Netting of Fish is to be done unaided where possible. If you need to nett a fish or have a fish netted it must be done at a 2m distance from the person netting the fish. All angler to carry their own Nett’s if they require to Nett a fish.










Irish Federation of Sea Anglers for Small Boat Angling
We propose that there be a return to all club boat competitions when the Government role out Phase 4 of their plan which is scheduled for July 20th, 2020, at present.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
This is subject to change to follow any Government guidelines to come in before this date, or the moving of dates of Phase 4 being rolled out.

The following are our proposed guidelines for SMALL BOAT ANGLING:

1. Anglers travelling to venues should adhere to HSE guidelines.
2. Sanitising facilities to be available at check in.
3. Anglers checking in would stay at least 2m from each other.
4. Exact entry fees should to be paid electronically [bank transfer /PayPal/revolut] any Cash collected should be put in to and entry’s fee money bag/Envelope by the angler paying and left for at least 72 hours by the organising committee treasury officer. 
5. Organiser to draw Competition Scorecards and give cards to Boat Captain only. Scorecards to be filled in By Boat Captain Only.
6. Anglers to agree their scores verbally with the marker who will then give that card to organiser at the end of competition.
7. Results to be made known to anglers at a later date via text or email. There will be a min of 72hrs till score cards can be checked by Organising Club Officer. 
8. No Sharing of Fishing Tackle or any other items.
9. For small Boat Angling [privately or Club Owned] we Propose a Max of 2 anglers on a Boat while Government Social Distancing Measures are in Place. Unless all are from one household. If one person is from a different household there is only one other allowed on board.
10. All boats to carry adequate supplies of hand sanitizer and antibacterial sprays. [Gloves/Masks/face scarfs to be carried personally by anglers if required]
11. All handling of ropes (Berthing/Anchoring/Disembarking) to be done by the Boat Captain only.
12. Guidelines from HSE, IFI to be adhered to at all times.
13. Disposal of all waste (Bait wrappers/ food wrappers/used tackle) should be done by one designated crew member in a safe and hygienic manner. 
14. No Moving of Boat Position places. Boat Draw for Boat position will be done as normal by Boat Captain. No Rotation.  
15.  Netting of Fish is to be done unaided where possible. If you need to nett a fish or have a fish netted it must be done at a 2m distance from the person netting the fish. All angler’s to carry their own Nett’s if they require to Nett a fish.


The ACIproposed guidelines for river and lake including small boat angling competitions:

1. Anglers travelling to venues should adhere to HSE guidelines.
2. Sanitising facilities to be available at check in.
3. Anglers checking in would stay at least 2m from each other.
4. Exact entry fees should to be paid electronically [bank transfer /PayPal/revolut] any cash collected should be put in to and entry’s fee money bag/Envelope by the angler paying and left for at least 72 hours by the organising committee treasury officer. 
5. Organiser to draw competition scorecards and give cards to person in charge of boat  only. Scorecards to be filled in by person in charge of boat. No more than 2 persons per boat
6. Anglers to agree their scores verbally with the person in charge who will then give that card to organiser at the end of competition.
7. Results to be made known to anglers at a later date via text or email. There will be a min of 72hrs till score cards can be checked by organising club officer or event organiser. 
8. No Sharing of fishing tackle or any other items.
9. For small boat angling [privately or club owned] we propose a max of 2 anglers on a boat while Government Social Distancing Measures are in Place. Unless all are from one household. If one person is from a different household there is only one other allowed on board.
10. All boats to carry adequate supplies of hand sanitizer and antibacterial sprays. [Gloves/Masks/face scarfs to be carried personally by anglers if required]
11. All handling of ropes (Berthing/Anchoring/Disembarking) to be done by the person in charge only.
12. Guidelines from HSE, IFI to be adhered to at all times.
13. Disposal of all waste (Bait wrappers/ food wrappers/used tackle) should be done by one designated crew member in a safe and hygienic manner. Leave No Trace principle applies.
14. No moving of boat position places. Boat draw for boat position will be done as normal by person in charge. No rotation permitted.  
15.  Netting of Fish is to be done unaided where possible. If you need to nett a fish or have a fish netted it must be done at a 2m distance from the person netting the fish. All angler’s to carry their own net’s if they require to nett a fish.
16. Boat houses should only admit 2 anglers at a time to remove boats, club officials to oversee this in practice.
17. Angling huts / shelters should remain closed or unused during the restriction periods
18. Boats should be cleaned and equipment, bailer, oars, rowlocks, engine hood and tiller, wheel etc, also seats and surfaces should be disinfected internally in addition to normal biosecurity measures using Virkon. 

IRISH CHARTER SKIPPERS ASSOCIATION

SOP (Standard Operation Procedure) for charter skippers during quarantine.

The Irish Charter Skippers Association are very aware of the restrictions laid down by the HSE during the Covid 19 crisis and we intend to issue an approved SOP to our members to deal with all guidelines issued by the HSE as to how we can restart our businesses taking into account these guidelines.  

Charter Skippers will be updated and signed off on all best practices regarding hand sanitation and social distancing. He will be the sole person in charge on board in making sure these practices are upheld. The skipper will mark out appropriate angling positions on board, bearing in mind safety, boat size and social distance requirements. He will brief anglers / passengers on the following points when taking a booking: 

1 Anglers / passengers will be advised proceed directly to the boat without stopping.
2 Anglers / passengers will be advised not stop en route for food, refreshments etc.
3 Anglers / passengers will be advised take everything need for the boat trip including fishing gear and nets from home.The hire of fishing gear is allowed with the fishing gear sanitized accordingly. 
4 Anglers / passengers will be made aware of personal sanitary precautions on boarding the boat .
5 Anglers / passengers travelling to embarkation point will be advised to do so on their own (only exception to be family members who cohabit)
6 Anglers/Passengers will be limited on board to allow for social distancing.
7 All handling of ropes (berthing, anchoring and disembarking) to be done by skipper.
8 Skipper will keep up to date with the latest health guidance and local government advice as well as WHO updates and will communicate them to his passengers. 


BRIEFING PRIOR TO EMBARCATION.

An approved briefing will be held covering:  
(a) Personal sanitation
(b) Maintaining separation and social distancing on board at all times.
(c) One angler to each marked position.
(d) Each angler to keep to the confines of the provided marked position on board. (only exception to be family members who cohabit).
(e) Contactless payment is the preferred payment option.
(f) Anglers / passengers to bring their own refreshments, with no sharing of food on board.
(g) The skipper will be the sole safety/compliance officer on board.






SANITIZATION



1 Hand sanitizer spray will be provided at boarding point, on board the boat, and anglers / passengers advised to use again when leaving.
2 Separate buckets of fresh seawater for each angler for hand cleaning.
3 Separate bait boards for each angler.
4 No angler / passengers allowed into cabin. 
5 With regard to use of toilet, an aerosol sanitising spray will be provided at the toilet door and should be used accordingly. 
6 Anglers / passengers can provide their own masks and gloves if wished. 
7 Posters which have been produced by the HSE will be displayed on board to raise awareness of measures preventing the spread of covid 19.
8 The boat will be cleaned and sanitized after the days outing ,ready for the next day.




Donal Kennedy
Chairman, Irish Charter Skippers Association.
2020.
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